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Helping Our Community Get Vaccinated

Fifteen months of pandemic have 
been challenging, heart-breaking, 
frustrating, and revealing. One 
of the silver linings has been an 

increase in camaraderie and neighborhood 
support systems. In Cherrywood, we’ve seen 
countless examples of residents supporting 
each other through difficult times. 

In the early days of lockdown, neighbors 
kept each other company outdoors, shared 
baked goods, and went all out decorating 

their homes with extra-festive holiday cheer. 
Cherrywood residents also came together to 
help each other and vulnerable community 
members get vaccinated. 

As vaccines first became available to 
Austin elderly and healthcare profession-
als, appointments were extremely difficult 
to secure. Neighbors started a thread on 

Nextdoor, helping 1A and 1B community 
members find and secure vaccine appoint-
ments. The thread offered tips, information, 
and even directly booked appointments for 
those who asked for help. 

Simultaneously, a broader effort was 
underway to scale what well meaning 
citizens were trying to do informally on 
Nextdoor. The Austin Vaccine Angels group 
was formed to help residents source and book 
appointments in Central Texas. Founder Jodi 
Holzband told KUT that approximately 100 
people have volunteered since February to 
book almost 3,500 appointments. “Finding 
an appointment in the Austin area during 
the early days of vaccine distribution was a 
bit like winning the lottery. I really enjoyed 
the thrill of hunting for these rare spots.” said 
Unji Udeshi, a Cherrywood resident who vol-
unteered with the Vaccine Angels group. 

Cherrywood residents Parke and Kristy 
Gregg volunteered multiple times at the 
Circuit of Americas vaccine clinics. Kristy 
reflects, “It was such a heartening experience 
to see so many people getting vaccinated.” 

“I volunteered because I was fortunate 
enough to receive my first dose from the 
“extras” at a COTA clinic during one of the 
first weekends it was open," Parke says. "It 
felt like a good way to share my thanks was to 
volunteer on the day of my second appoint-
ment. It was such a fun and rewarding time, I 
did it again (with my wife) the next weekend.” 

In mid-April, Texas expanded vaccine 
eligibility to all adults over eighteen years 
of age at more than 350 sites across Travis 
County. Many sites are now supporting 
walk-up opportunities, especially now that 
the Johnson and Johnson vaccine has been 
reintroduced to the market, 

By the end of April, the Austin Public 
Health Department saw a decline in demand 
for vaccine at its large vaccination sites and 
began moving toward a community-based 

model of delivery, says Priscilla Ebersole, 
APH Mobile Vaccine Program Manager (and 
Scheiffer-Willowbrook Neighborhood resi-
dent). If you know of homebound individuals 
still in need of vaccinating, please call 311 
and request a home visit. 

Cherrywood's "Buddy System," developed 
to support residents through the isolation of 
the pandemic, is still in place to help residents 
in need of vaccination or other support. If you 
or someone you know needs assistance with 
vaccination, transportation to an appoint-
ment, or other assistance, please reach out to 
buddysystem@cherrywood.org. 

Even with the vaccine rollout expanding, 
health officials at every level still encourage 
residents to continue to mask and social dis-
tance, especially indoors with strangers and 
even for those already vaccinated. If you are 
choosing not to receive any of the vaccines, 
please continue to wear a mask around oth-
ers in respect of their health. Many believe 
we are now closer to the end of this pandemic 
than to its beginning, but with concerns 
about variants of the virus and global hot-
spots, no one really knows when the pan-
demic will end. What we can control are our 
own actions and how we respond, support, 
and engage with each other in trying times. 

Opportunities to volunteer and the needs 
of our neighbors may change in the coming 
months, and many of the groups organiz-
ing volunteers a year ago are pivoting their 
efforts. But volunteers are still needed. We’ll 
share links to the organizations listed in this 
article at cherrywood.org. We welcome your 
suggestions for others. We'd also like you to 
send your own stories of volunteering. 

Volunteering to share bread or distrib-
ute vaccines or just offering your time in 
(masked) conversation with a neighbor 
certainly strengthens our community in 
challenging times and may also help you get 
through it too. 
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Cherrywood residents Unji Udeshi, Parke Gregg, and 
Kristy Gregg volunteering at COTA
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Cherrywood Neighborhood Association: Get Involved

W het her you have l ived i n t he neig hborhood for 
dec ade s or ju st a few week s ,  t he C her r y wood 
Neig hborhood A ssociat ion (CNA) i s a g reat 
way to get i nvolved i n a w ide va r iet y of ef for t s 

a nd ac t iv it ie s .  O n t he for ma l side,  we'd l i ke to i nt roduce 
you to t he com m it tee s—long st a nd i ng a nd bra nd new—t hat 
g u ide CNA's deci sion ma k i ng ef for t s .  For now a l l  meet i ng s 
a re v i r t ua l ,  but we hope to re su me meet i ng i n person a s 
soon a s it  i s  com for t able for most re sident s .

You're l i kely fa m i l ia r w it h t he Steer i ng C om m it tee, 
a g roup of C her r y wood re sident s w ho a re t a sked w it h 
neig hborhood a ssociat ion gover na nce a nd pol ic y-set t i ng .  
D u r i ng mont h ly SC meet i ng s (second Wed ne sday, 6 :30 
pm) com m it tee members d i scu ss i ssue s ra ng i ng f rom 
I-35 to development of t he neig hborhood buddy s ystem . 
Steer i ng com m it tee ac t ion s a re gover ned by t he w i l l  of t he 
membersh ip a s ex pre ssed at genera l a nd specia l  member-
sh ip meet i ng s.  T here a re cu r rently t wo vac a ncie s on t he 
Steer i ng C om m it tee.  I f  you wou ld l i ke to sel f =nom i nate, 
plea se ema i l  steering@cherrywood.org.

C her r y wood's L a nd Use a nd Tra n spor t at ion ( LU T) 
C om m it tee ha s h i stor ic a l ly gat hered at L os A ltos Taquer ia 
on t he f i rst Wed ne sday of t he mont h to d i scu ss i ssue s such 
a s demol it ion a nd new con st r uc t ion per m it s ,  neig hborhood 
de sig n g u idel i ne s ,  a nd ot her pla n n i ng-related concer n s. 
T he LU TC i s t he f i rst for u m for rezon i ng a nd va r ia nce 
reque st s f rom developers a nd proper t y ow ners ,  a nd t ra n s-

por t at ion a nd mobi l it y projec t s f rom t he Cit y of Au st i n . 
LU TC meet i ng s a re open to a l l  w ho a re i ntere sted .

May be you're le ss fa m i l ia r w it h CNA's Nom i nat i ng 
C om m it tee,  w h ich meet s a s needed to approve nom i nat ion s 
to t he steer i ng com m it tee.  T he Nom i nat i ng C om m it tee 
selec t s a slate of c a nd idate s for t he steer i ng com m it tee 
elec t ion pr ior to t he Oc tober genera l membersh ip meet-
i ng .  C om m it tee members  a re t a sked w it h ba la nci ng t he 
membersh ip of t he steer i ng com m it tee w it h re spec t to 
geog raph ic re sidence,  age,  gender,  occupat ion , a nd a rea s of 
ex per t i se. 

T he nom i nat i ng com m it tee, wh ich ha s f ive vaca ncies, 
wou ld love to convene soon to approve new nom i nat ion s! 
I f you wou ld l i ke to sel f-nom i nate, plea se ema i l steering@
cherrywood.org.

A new add it ion to t he slate ,  t he C om mu n ic at ion s 
C om m itee ha s been created to develop a st rateg y to u n i f y 
a nd a mpl i f y CNA's com mu n ic at ion s to neig hbors across 
d iverse plat for m s. T he C om mu n ic at ion s C om m it tee 
w i l l  ma nage content a nd produc t ion of C her r y wood's 
qua r terly Flea  newslet ter a s wel l  a s ot her mea n s of d i s-
sem i nat i ng i n for mat ion to neig hborhood resident s, i nclud-
i ng Cher r y wood .org , the Groups. io l ist ser v, Nex tDoor, 
Facebook , a nd I n st ag ra m . T he Com mu n icat ion s Com m it tee 
is newly created a nd there a re ma ny vaca ncies. Joi n u s! I f 
you wou ld l i ke to sel f-nom i nate, plea se ema i l cha i r@cher-
r y wood .org.
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Development Updates

It has been a busy spring in Cherry wood, with a variety of 
projects happening across the neighborhood. In this new 
City Watch section of the Flea, we'll bring you updates on 
demolition and construction permits, roadways, bikeways, 

and sidewalk projects, I-35 CapEx news, and other planning and 
development issues that may be of importance to residents.

Cherrywood Bikeways Project

City staff presented and answered questions about the 
Cherry wood bikeways project at the March CNA Steering 
Committee meeting. A mong several planned improvements, 
neighbors w ill see a substantial redesign of the triangle 
intersection of Wilshire Boulevard and Schieffer Avenue, 
just west of Cherry wood Road. A f ter two rounds of public 
input, the project w ill move forward to implementation. New 
bikeways w ill help expand the A ll Ages and Abilities Bicycle 
Network between I-35, A irport Boulevard, and E. 38 1/2  
Street. Implementation of the project w ill occur in phases and 
begin in spring 2021. Austin Transportation is coordinating 
closely w ith Austin Water to align w ith nearby utility work 
planned for 2022–2024. Check out the map details and sign 
up for the City ’s email list for updates at AustinTexas.gov/
Cherry woodBikeways.

City Projects
Street rehabilitation (Project ID: 12981.001) work is scheduled to 
begin this spring along Manor Road east of French Place, and on 
Airport Boulevard south of Schieffer Avenue.

Up to $4 million in planned spending on renovations to the Pharr 
Tennis Center will begin this summer (Project ID: 9864.003), to 
include installations of public art. Neighbors will hear more about this 
project at the quarterly meeting  on May 19. 

Tree trimming
Austin Energ y and its contractor, Davey Resource Group, 
w il l begin tree trim ming around power l ines. They w il l be 
work ing the area bounded by Hem lock , the rai lroad, and 
Manor Road.  

The tree trim ming process begins w ith contractors v isu-
ally assessing how close tree l imbs are to power l ines. Since 
many power l ines in Cherr y wood are located on the rear 
proper t y l ine, contractors may enter a back yard. They are 
permit ted to do so in your ag reement as an Austin Energ y 
customer.

If they determine that some tree pruning or tree removal is 
needed, they will attempt to contact the property owner, includ-
ing by leaving a card on the front door as well as placing lime 
green marking tape on trees that need pruning, pink marking 
tape on trees that need to be removed, both colors of tape will 
have the Austin Energy logo on them.

Property owners should expect to see a card left on their 
door announcing the visit and providing contact information. If 
you have questions, contact the planner on the card or Austin 
Energy (512-494-9400 or austinenergy.com/ae/residential/
residential-services/tree-pruning/tree-pruning).

I-35 CapEx
TxDOT's CapEx project continues at a much faster pace than 
traffic on the roadway itself most hours of the day. In response 
to the second public scoping period that closed on April 9, 
CNA sent its feedback to TxDOT and many local governmental 
representatives. 

Due to there being minimal difference in the design alterna-
tives since the first scoping period,  CNA's primary feedback was 
to reinforce and amplify its concerns submitted in December 
2020. In terms of physical concerns, we are focused on improved 
land-use and miminal  roadway encroachment into the  right-
of-way, increased multi-modal transportation facilities, and 
enhanced east-west connections across the roadway. We have 
also reinforced calls for equity and diverse representation in 
the planning process. If you would like  read CNA's letters to 
TxDOT, visit Cherrywood.org. 

CNA encourages Cherrywood resdents to keep an eye on 
CapEx North and CapEx South projects, as they are closely 
related to the Central project. My35.org is a one-stop location 
for all things CapEx. You might also want to check in with 
Reconnect Austin (ReconnectAustin.com) and the North 
Central 1-35 Neighborhood Coalition (NCINC.org) for I-35 
advocacy.

Willowbrook Reach in 1997.



G R E E N  S P A C E S

Thanks to the generosity of friends, neighbors, and sponsors, 
the Friends of Patterson Park Amplify Austin campaign in 
early March was a success! FoPP raised $7,425 and is in a 
great position to keep working on updates to Patterson park 

and to begin restarting community events when the pandemic winds 
down. FoPP is so grateful for the support of Austin Parks Foundation 
and business sponsors Nature's Treasures, Franklin Barbecue, and 
Jade Construction.

Park Improvements
Just a few weeks ago the City of Austin’s Neighborhood Partnering 
Program awarded Patterson Park a $134,741 grant for athletic 
facility improvements to the park. The damaged backstop at the 
baseball court was recently replaced with the support of an ACL 
Music Festival grant from APF; this new grant will complete the 
project developed in 2019. The funds will be used to install a new 
shade structure over the basketball court, two new youth-height 
basketball baskets, replacement basketball backboards, new park 
benches behind the baseball backstop, and new limestone seating 
along the trail next to the baseball field. The improvements will 
increase opportunities for residents of all ages to play and exercise 
at Patterson Park.

The other BIG news from Patterson Park is that the Pharr 
Tennis Center will undergo a complete renovation scheduled to 
begin this fall. The project is funded by a $4M bond passed in 
2018. It includes refurbishing the courts, building a new pro-shop, 
and installing energy efficient sports lighting, new fencing, acces-
sible parking, shade structures, and more. It even includes new 
public art! Rakhee Jain Desai and Melissa Knight, the artistic 
duo behind the project, will hold a community meeting later this 

spring. For details and other updates, check out friendsofpatter-
sonpark.org, follow Friends of Patterson Park on social media, 
email fopp.atx@gmail.com. 

Grack le Green celebrated ma ny f i rst s over the la st few month s. A st r i ng of v isitors stopped by du r i ng SNOW V I D to col lect 
snow ba l l suppl ies.  Neig hborhood volu nteers pla nted a nd mu lched t went y-f ive d roug ht-tolera nt , pol l i nator-f r iend ly t rees 
a nd sh r ubs w ith lag n iappe w i ld f lower seed s. E x pa nd i ng Au st i n’s u rba n forest th roug h com mu n it y is one of the pa rk ’s 
fou nd i ng m ission s. T he new A nacacho orch id t rees ex pressed g rat it ude for thei r new home w ith seem i ng ly end less d isplay 
of wh ite blossom s for severa l month s.

T he neig hborhood is responsible for pa rk stewa rdsh ip a nd ma i ntena nce, the Green’s f i rst cohor t of reg u la r volu nteers 
ha s kept the pa rk look i ng f resh. T ha n k you, tea m! A g row i ng net work of volu nteers ha s helped m i n i m ize t i me com m it ments. 

I f you ca n spa re f i f teen to t went y 
m i nutes a month to help—plea se 
joi n us! Ema i l g rack leg reenat x@
g ma i l .com for volu nteer a ssig n-
ments. K iddos ca n help by pick-
i ng up st ick s a nd rock s of f the 
playg rou nd ser v ice a nd ma k i ng 
sidewa l k a r t . Plea se remember 
that dogs—yes, even lea shed 
dogs—a re not a l lowed i n the sma l l 
fenced a rea . Wi l lowbrook Reach 
is a g reat a lter nat ive for dog-
wa l kers. Keep a n eye on Grack le 
Green’s Facebook a nd I nstag ra m 
accou nts ( both @g rack leg reen-
at x) to stay i n the k now of what ’s 
goi ng on! 
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Improvements Are Coming to Patterson Park

Grackle Green is in Bloom



Maplewood Elementary News

K I D S  C O R N E R

Spring has sprung for the Maplewood Mustangs! Class 
chicks are hatching, new gardens have been planted 
(and are f lourishing), and kiddos and teachers have 
been enjoying more time outside playing and learning. 

Now, w ith about 50 percent of students returning to in-person 
learning, the faculty and staff have continued doing an amazing 
job keeping everyone on campus safe and healthy. Ms. Braziel, 
Maplewood ’s librarian, has opened her library w indow for book 
check-outs and helped provide home libraries for families in 
need of books. Ms. K irk, Maplewood counselor, has led success-
ful food and clothing drives to provide resources to Maplewood 
families. With just about a month remaining in the school year, 
there is plenty to do to f inish the year strong - and to begin 
looking ahead to the next. 

Older Maplewood students have completed their STA A R 
Testing, and the PTA is working on plans for an end-of-year 
virtual dance party and commencement celebrations for the 
soon-to-be promoted f if th grade class. 

Maplewood Principal Jacboson would like our community 
to k now that families can now enroll their kids in the 2021-
2022 school year online, and that Maplewood is now open (for 
the f irst time in years) to transfers. Maplewood families w ill 
soon hear from the PTA about opportunities to sign up for 
committee and leadership positions for the next school year - 
so, be on the lookout for ways to get involved coming soon! 

We are so proud of our Maplewood Mustangs are grateful 
for the faculty and staff who have weathered this unconven-
tional year w ith grace, optimism, and unwavering support for 
our entire school community!

C herr y wood resident Karen 
Maness is a facult y member in 
the UT Austin College of Fine 
A r ts. For the last couple years 

she has worked w ith several classes of stu-
dents to create the Waller Creek Monster 
to highlight local env iron mental research 
and to create a space for the com munit y to 
con nect w ith Waller Creek as an active, l iv-
ing ecosystem. Their work has premiered in 
several Waterloo Greenway Conservancy 
events. 

T hey h ave now t u r ne d t hei r  ex plor a-
t ion t o Wi l low bro ok R e ach a nd cre at e d 
T he Cre e k Mon s t er ’s  E x plorer G u ide t o 
Wi l low bro ok R e ach ,  f i r s t  sh a re d w it h 
Ma plewo o d E lement a r y a nd now ava i l-
a ble t o a l l  at  w w w.cher r y wo o d .or g . 
Here's  a n exc er pt  f rom t he g u ide ,  che ck 
it  out !

Welc ome t o Wi l low bro ok R e ach .  You 
a re s t a nd i ng a long one of  t he fork s of 
B og g y Cre e k t h at  b e g i n i n you r neig h b or -
ho o d ,  joi n t o get her ju s t  nor t h of  Ma nor 
rd .  t o r u n s out h t h roug h R o s ewo o d Pa rk 
w here it  t u r n s e a s t  a nd event ua l l y  em pt ie s 
i nt o t he C olor ado R i ver ju s t  pa s t  US 18 3 . 
T he B o g g y Cre e k w at er she d d r a i n s ju s t 
u nder 14 s q ua re m i le s  of  Au s t i n .  Urba n 
cre e k s s er ve a s  a  v it a l  re s ou rc e for  l i fe  i n 
ou r cit y,  a nd t here a re m a ny i nt ere s t i ng 
t h i ng s t o s e e ,  he a r,  s mel l ,  a nd fe el  a long 
B og g y Cre e k .  St udent s a nd re s e a rcher s 
i n t he Urba n E c o s y s t em s re s e a rch g roup 
at  t he Un i ver sit y  of  Tex a s at  A u s t i n h ave 
cho s en a few pla nt s  a nd a n i m a l s  for  you 
t o lo ok for  i n Wi l low bro ok R e ach a nd 
ot her plac e s i n Au s t i n .

There's a Creek Monster at Willowbrook Reach!
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HYDE PARK POST OFFICE CLOSING

Many of you know Jennifer Potter-MIller 
through Friends of Patterson Park and 
Maplewood activities, but for the last nine 
years, Jennifer has volunteered in every role 
in producing the Flea newsletter four times a 
year, from photographer to editor and every-
thing in between. She continues to coordinate 
the Green Spaces page in the Flea. Thank 
you, Jennifer!

THANK YOU, JENNIFER!

THE LEGE IS IN SESSION

In mid-April, central Austin residents 
received notice that the Hyde Park Post 
Office will close because the landlord, 43rd 
Speedway LLC, has chosen not to renew the 
lease for the U.S. Postal Service. 

Several Cherrywood residents with post 
office boxes have received letters indicating 
the closure is official and boxes will be relo-
cated to the Northcross Post Office.

Your friendly neighborhood Flea team is 
need of a Managing Editor, and also pro-
duction assistance (we use InDesign). For 
more information on the time commitment, 
resources available, and what heights of per-
sonal satisfaction are possible, please email 
flea@cherrywood.org.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Cherry wooders who want to rid their 
property deed of unconstitutional, yet 
longstanding, racial discrimination 
clauses will have an easier mechanism 
to do so should legislation under consid-
eration at the State Capitol pass before 
the session adjourns May 31. Senate Bill 
30 would replace the current lengthy 
and complicated process and instead 
authorize a county clerk to remove these 
restrictions within 30 days of receiving 
a simple form submitted by the property 
owner. Enjoying widespread support, the 
bill is likely to pass and become effective 
January 1, 2022.

OUR UNHOUSED NEIGHBORS

Over the last two years, the conversation 
about how to approach homelessness has 
grown fierce. It recently marked a new mile-
stone with the passage of Proposition B on 
May 1 to reinstate the ban on public camping 
(among several provisions). Undoubtedly the 
conversation will continue.

In the early days of the pandemic, the 
Austin City Council also sought new ways 
to support unhoused individuals. The Days 
Inn on the northbound frontage road of I-35 
between 31st Street and 32nd Street is one of 
five hotels being leased by the City of Austin as 
"protective lodges," or ProLodges, to provide 
safe facilities for homeless individuals who 
are at increased risk for negative outcomes 
of COVID-19 and who are unable to practice 
social distancing in their current location.

Whatever your stance regarding 
Proposition B and the homelessness issue, we 
encourage you to attend a special meeting on 
Wed, May 26, 6:30 pm, to discuss solutions 
to Austin's homelessness. The Cherrywood 
Steering Committee is committed to hearing 
all views. We’ll also discuss neighborhood-
level actions and opportunities to support 
persons experiencing homelessness.

Mr. Gerald Carter is retiring from 
running Mr. G's Barbershop at 2917 
Cherrywood. The business opened 
in the 1970s and has long served as 
gathering place for Austin's Black com-
munity. While Mr. G provided cuts and 
counsel to barbershop visitors, his wife, 
Catherine Williams Carter, served the 
community as principal of Brentwood 
Elementary for thirty-three years. 
Cherrywood will miss the Carters, but 
we wish them the very best.  

The structure that has been home to 
Mr. G's was once occupied by John A. 
Gronouski. In 1960, Gronouski became 

the Wisconsin State Commissioner of Taxation, and supported John F. Kennedy for U.S. 
President. In 1963, he was appointed U.S. Postmaster General, the first Polish-American 
Cabinet officer. As Postmaster General, Gronouski promoted the original five-digit zip 
code system and worked to end racial discrimination against postal employees. After he 
left the Cabinet in 1965, President Lyndon B. Johnson appointed him to be Ambassador 
to Poland. When Nixon took office in 1969, Gronouski became the founding dean of the 
UT Austin LBJ School of Public Affairs through 1974.

While this property is now for sale, we celebrate its place in Cherrywood and American history. 
If you have a bit of history about people or places in Cherrywood to share, send it to 

f lea@cherrywood.org.

MR. G'S BARBERSHOP: COMMUNITY CENTER AND WITNESS TO HISTORY
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The Great Winter Freeze of 2021

In the February 2021 Flea, we shared an article to guide people through the af termath of the "snow day" in January. Little 
did we k now that February was planning to one-up its calendar neighbor w ith a week-long deep freeze—affectionally called 
SNOW V ID or "Snow pacaly pse 2021"—that would have a 
long tail of effects on the neighborhood! 

We appreciate the Cherry wood shutterbugs Kevin Koch, Kathy 
Murray Jones, A ndy Liddell, and Jim Walker, who ventured out to 
document Snow pocaly pse 2021. If you have photos of the storm 
or any other neighborhood pictures, please consider sharing them 
to our Flick r (f lick r.com/photos/cherry wood _78722) or  our 
Facebook page (facebook.com/cna.austin).



Honest-to-Goodness 
Good Texas Cooking

 –  S E R V I N G  U P  –

2002 Manor Road – Austin, Texas – 78722

(512) 479-5006

WEEKDAYS 11AM – 10PM  //  WEEKENDS 8AM – 10PM

W W W . H O O V E R S C O O K I N G . C O M

We Cat
  - Good Food on the Move!
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Friendly neighborhood 
newsletter seeks creative types 

for quarterly adventures. 

Could it be you?
Email me: flea@cherrywood.org
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Locally Owned for  
50 years.

Located on the 
“Mueller Greenbelt” 

by I-35

Y O U R 
O T H E R 
F A M I LY 
D O C T O R

austinvethospital.com
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